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Government responds to initial CMA fuel
price review - RAC comment

Following the Government's initial response to the Competition and Markets
Authority (CMA) on its road fuelreview, RAC fuel spokesperson Simon
Williams said:

“It’s encouraging the Government is talking about an ‘open data scheme’,
particularly if it makes it easy for drivers to compare local fuel prices so they
can always find the best places to fill up. Hopefully, this would also lead to
more custom for the lowest priced retailers and incentivise others to price
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more competitively. There is, of course, the danger that retailers will just
‘price match’ one another at levels that still don’t fairly reflect wholesale
prices.

“Having provided evidence to the CMA for its more detailed market study we
hope it will be able to shed some light on why the biggest fuel retailers have
significantly upped their margins during an extended period of lower
wholesale costs instead of passing on lower prices to drivers at their pumps
in the cost-of-living crisis. This has led to an unusual situation where many
smaller forecourts have been charging far less than their bigger rivals. As
supermarkets normally price their fuel 4p lower than the UK average drivers
who continue to fill up at their forecourts without shopping around may have
lost out significantly.

“As well as knowing where they can buy the cheapest fuel drivers need some
indication of whether retailers are charging a fair price in the first place.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
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breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.

Contacts

RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown
queries, call 0330 159 0740
ISDN number on request
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