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London councils plan to hike motoring
fines - RAC reaction

Commenting on the news that councils in London have started consulting on
increasing the penalties for contraventions like driving in bus lanes and
stopping in yellow boxes, RAC head of policy Simon Williams said:

“We can see no justification whatsoever for putting up these fines. It’s bizarre
that we’re now getting to the stage where a driver can be fined almost as
much for an innocent mistake as they are for dangerously driving using a
handheld mobile phone.
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“There’s surely only one reason why any council would need penalty charge
levels to rise to keep up with inflation - and that’s if they rely on the income
they receive from drivers breaking the rules. This is inherently wrong and
needs to change. Instead of relying on the revenue, councils should be trying
to understand the reasons why people are being caught out and improving
signage, but this is never going to happen as it would cost them money and
reduce their income.

“This is also very much the case with yellow box junctions as many aren’t fit
for purpose as they don’t comply with government guidance, meaning drivers
end up getting fined needlessly.

“There also appears to be not a scrap of evidence that adding another £30 to
what drivers pay if they drive in a bus lane or stop in a yellow box will make
any difference when it comes to the number of contraventions as such a high
proportion are innocent mistakes.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service - with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year - it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC - the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
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breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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press.office@rac.co.uk

Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown
queries, call 0330 159 0740
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