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RAC comments on impact of vehicle
excise duty tax disc changes

RAC spokesman Simon Williams said: “There continues to be confusion on the
rules around vehicle tax, following the changes that came in last October.
When cars are sold with in-date tax discs still on display in the windscreen,
some motorists are mistakenly thinking this means the vehicle is still taxed.
But the changes mean that vehicle tax can now no longer be transferred
when a vehicle is sold; it is the duty of the new owner to ensure it is taxed
from the day they purchase it.

“It does appear as if the end of the physical tax disc – which was always a



useful visual cue to owners as to when they needed to renew their tax – is
continuing to catch some motorists out.

"The message is clear: if you’re buying a car, disregard what might still be
stuck to the windscreen, and ensure you pay the relevant tax online or over
the phone immediately. The automated system the DVLA now uses can
identify untaxed vehicles easily; if your car is untaxed you risk being fined,
possibly in excess of £1,000, plus the cost of releasing it if clamped or
impounded.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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