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RAC comments on motoring pledges
within the Liberal Democrat election
manifesto

RAC chief engineer David Bizley said: “The Lib Dem plans for a reform of
Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) will require further scrutiny, as ultimately motorists
will want to know whether or not they may end up paying more in tax.

“There is an important balance that would need to be struck here. On the one
hand it is right that the tax system incentivises the purchase of more efficient
vehicles; however for many years VED has been a sliding scale based on a
vehicle’s CO2 emissions, which incentivised the widespread purchase of new



diesel cars. The RAC is looking for reassurances that any new tax bandings
would not unfairly penalise such motorists who previously chose diesel in
good faith based upon advice from scientists and encouraged by the
Government.

“On fuel, motorists in rural areas would welcome the continuation of the fuel
discount scheme, although it is the case that this is not entirely within any
UK government’s control. The RAC was pleased to see further locations
benefit this year but there are many more remote communities that rely
heavily on their vehicles, yet get stung with considerably higher fuel costs
than those in our towns and cities.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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