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RAC comments on minimum cyclist
passing distance proposal

Responding to reports that the Government is considering a policy of
minimum passing distances between motorists and cyclists, RAC chief
engineer David Bizley said:

“We believe a proposal for a minimum passing distance between cyclists and
motorists would likely be both unworkable and unenforceable. Given the
dwindling numbers of full time road traffic police officers, it’s hard to see
how the law would be enforced and how it could be proved that a motorist
gave too little space when passing a cyclist.

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-19/37596/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-19/37596/


"Overtaking cyclists carries risks to motorists as well as cyclists depending on
road conditions and road type, so an arbitrary minimum overtaking space may
not be the answer. However if evidence of a reduction in collisions exists
from countries that already have a legal minimum distance then this should
form part of this debate.

“Many motorists are also cyclists, and are all too aware of their
responsibilities whether on two wheels or four. The question is whether
Government resources would be better allocated to running road safety
campaigns that educate all road users about how to use shared road space
safely and responsibly.

“Where possible, we are in favour of physical segregation between cyclists
and motorists in the form of cycle lanes, based on local demand for cycling
and where collision risks are high, in order to best ensure cyclists’ safety.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.
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Visit the RAC website.
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