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RAC comments on traffic estimates
exceeding pre-recession peak

RAC head of external affairs Pete Williams said: “The lower cost of fuel is
clearly keeping the country moving with increased vehicle miles going above
the pre-recession high. The rise in van traffic and the record level of
motorway usage are also significant as they are both very good indicators
that ‘business Britain’ is productive.

“The RAC has long argued that the price of fuel is inextricably linked to the
economy so this is further proof of that and something the Government
should take heed of. What we need now is a firm commitment from the
Chancellor in the Autumn Statement that he will not raise fuel duty from the
already-excessive 58p a litre and add to the motoring tax burden. Britain’s
motorists already pay in excessive of £40bn a year in fuel duty, VAT on fuel,
insurance tax and vehicle excise duty so are more than helping in plugging
the deficit.

“Any increase in fuel duty would have to be seen as an opportunistic step for
the Government to cash in on low oil prices which are predicted to stay that
way for some time to come.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.
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The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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