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RAC reacts to Asphalt Industry Alliance’s
Annual Local Authority Road
Maintenance (ALARM) survey

The Asphalt Industry Alliance’s Annual Local Authority Road Maintenance
(ALARM) survey published today (Wednesday 23 March) estimates the one-
time cost to get roads in England and Wales back into reasonable condition is
now £11.8 billion.

RAC chief engineer David Bizley said: “These findings are disappointing, but
unfortunately not surprising. While around £1bn a year has been allocated by
central government for local roads in England between now and 2020, their



condition appears to be getting worse rather than better.

“It’s time for the Government to recognise that local roads are a vital part of
the transport infrastructure which should be brought into the scope of the
Infrastructure Commission so that they are rightly treated as a long-term
strategic asset.

“While the Government’s Road Investment Strategy is ensuring the future
‘fitness-for-purpose’ of the strategic road network in England there is a very
real danger that local roads will suffer ongoing decline through insufficient
investment and no long-term strategy to improve them. What use would it be
having excellent motorways, major roads, railways, ports and airports if,
when getting to or from them, you are faced with pothole-ridden, crumbling
local roads where, of course, all journeys start and finish.

“The message to the Government has to be that local roads are just as
important as rail services and the strategic road network, as their condition
limits the effectiveness of the rest of the country’s transport infrastructure.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
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breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.

Contacts

RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown
queries, call 0330 159 0740
ISDN number on request
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