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RAC reacts to draft Clean Air Zones
consultation
Commenting on news that the Government has launched its consultation on
the implementation of Clean Air Zones in England, RAC roads policy
spokesman Nick Lyes said:
“Poor air quality is not only caused by older, dirtier vehicles, but can also be
linked by traffic hotspots and idle engines. It’s welcome that the framework
recognises this, with due attention paid to road layouts and optimising traffic
light conditions to improve traffic flow. There may be some merits in
allowing ultra-low emission vehicles to use bus lanes where appropriate, but

some other aspects could be a recipe for road safety chaos and confusion, in
particular exempting ultra-low emission vehicles from one-way streets.
“Motorists are more likely to switch to ultra-low emission vehicles if there is
a financial incentive for them to do so, so Government plug-in grants have
been welcome. Likewise, more favourable parking rates and exemptions from
congestion charging schemes seem to work. However, changes to vehicle
excise duty (VED) rates for new cars from 2017 are likely to have the opposite
effect, and unless you are purchasing a pure electric vehicle, your tax rate
will be no more favourable from a more polluting vehicle after the first year.”
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press office is unable to help with individual customer enquiries - please visit
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About the RAC
The RAC provides complete peace of mind to 12m UK private and business
drivers, whatever their motoring needs. Its services include:
•

•

•

Breakdown assistance. Its highly-skilled, 1,600-strong branded
patrol workforce attends more than two million breakdowns
every year, fixing on average four out of five vehicles at the
roadside. The RAC’s patrol fleet is one of the most advanced in
the UK, and was the first to roll out both an All-Wheels-Up
recovery system, allowing the vast majority of vehicles to be
recovered from a single patrol van, and EV Boost mobile electric
vehicle charging units
Insurance. The RAC is a top-five car insurance broker having
surpassed the 500,000 policies-in-force milestone in 2018. It
also offers ‘black box’ telematics policies, as well as home and
travel insurance
Other motoring services. The RAC leads in the development of

new solutions for business, fleets, electric vehicles and future car
technology. Its additional products and services include
a personal loans offering, a used car buying website, vehicle
inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information. It also has a network of Approved Dealers
and Approved Garages which combine the trust of RAC brand
with local service and convenience
The RAC also works to support the interests of its members and UK drivers on
the most important motoring issues which it identifies via the annual RAC
Report on Motoring and the RAC Opinion Panel. The Report on Motoring is
the longest running analysis of driver opinion in the UK having been
published every year since 1989.

For more information about the RAC, visit the RAC website.

