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RAC responds to Mayor of London's plans
for tackling air pollution

The RAC's roads policy spokesman Nicholas Lyes said: “The principal of the
original Ultra Low Emission Zone scheme was to balance the need to tackle
poor air quality, and give motorists sufficient time to replace their more
polluting vehicles. Bringing this forward, and introducing an extra charging
scheme next year, may set alarm bells ringing for motorists and businesses
who rely on their diesel vehicles every day.

“It is good to see the Mayor has recognised the need to provide incentives to
vehicle owners to trade in more polluting vehicles, however studies into a
diesel scrappage scheme suggest it could be expensive with relatively little
benefit.

“Surely the Mayor should be setting a more ambitious target to replace
polluting buses and taxis as early as possible. Some of the areas in London
where air pollution is at its worst are routes heavily used by these vehicles. It
is also important to remember that congestion can exacerbate pollution
levels, so we would urge the Mayor to look at ways to get London’s traffic
moving as data shows average speeds are decreasing, which could be
compounding the problem.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.
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The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service - with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year - it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC - the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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