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RAC welcomes inquiry into poor state of
local roads
Following the Transport Committee's announcement of a new inquiry into the
funding and governance of local roads in England, RAC chief engineer David
Bizley said:
“This inquiry will be welcomed by drivers who have to endure the dire state
of our local roads on a daily basis. We know that more drivers are suffering
breakdowns than 12 months ago – and potentially expensive damage – as a
result of poor quality road surfaces. But the reality is that potholes are
dangerous to all road users, particularly cyclists.

“By 2020, major roads – motorways and major A roads – will benefit from
ring-fenced funds as a result of the ring-fencing of vehicle excise duty for this
purpose. It is vitally important, both in terms of keeping communities
connected and for the long-term economic health of the country, that local
roads are given similar priority. The current approach with inadequate central
funding topped up by emergency funding for ‘pothole filling’ on a regular
basis, is not sustainable. We need the same long term strategic approach to
fixing local roads that the government has implemented for maintain and
developing the strategic road network.
“This week the RAC learned of a village in Shropshire which has effectively
become cut off – not as result of something unpredictable like adverse
weather, but as a result of the roads not being looked after. This, in 2018, is
frankly shameful.
“We will be submitting evidence to the Transport Committee on behalf of our
eight million members and not least our breakdown data which shows that in
the first quarter of 2018 we saw the number of breakdown faults attributed
to potholes was double compared to the same period in 2017 and drivers are
now facing vehicle repair bills running into hundreds of million pounds.”

The press office email address is press.enquiries@rac.co.uk and media centre
is at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC
The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to 13 million
UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As well as its
premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an expert branded
patrol workforce attending more than two million breakdowns every year – it
offers a wide range of market-leading products across insurance, legal
services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance and repair. The RAC is
also at the forefront in helping drivers make the switch to electric vehicles
and leads in the development of new solutions for businesses and OEMs,
partnering with the best in the motoring and mobility space.

Visit the RAC website.
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