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Sales of new petrol and diesel cars to end
by 2030 - RAC reaction
Reacting to the news that the Government is to end the sale of new petrol
and diesel cars by 2030, RAC head of policy Nicholas Lyes said:
“With the Government formally bringing forward the date for banning the
sale of new petrol and diesel cars to 2030, the car industry and those
responsible for charging infrastructure now have an enormous task on their
hands. Production lines that for decades have been set up to build cars
powered with internal combustion engines will have to be transformed to

allow manufacturers to profitably build a wider range of EV models in
sufficient quantities. Meanwhile the country’s public charging network will
need to grow exponentially to cater for the surge in EVs on the road.
“There’s also lots for consumers to get used to in order for them to feel
confident about going electric. Running an EV is currently very different to a
petrol or diesel car which can be refuelled in a matter of minutes, so those
switching in the next few years face a big learning curve which involves
different types of chargers, connectors and varying charging speeds.
“And while many EV drivers will charge at home and start with a ‘full tank’,
this won’t be possible for everyone, particularly those without off-street
parking. Right now running an EV requires a level of planning as charging
generally takes significantly longer than a visit to a fuel forecourt. While the
early EV adopters are motivated to cope with this, some drivers could find it
daunting and inconvenient. Some of these problems will disappear as the
average range of EVs increases, but it’s vital that the Government continues
to invest in developing a fast, reliable and widely available network of
chargers that support electric vehicle owners no matter what their
circumstances or travel plans. Charging aside, EVs will also spell the end of
the manual gearbox that so many drivers will have been used to.
“But for the time being the biggest barrier to going electric remains the
comparatively high upfront vehicle cost, so we hope the Government’s
announcement will pave the way to lower list prices, thereby accelerating
take-up. This in turn will help lead to EVs being more readily available on the
second-hand market which is where the majority of people choose to buy
their vehicles.”
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About the RAC
The RAC provides complete peace of mind to 12m UK private and business
drivers, whatever their motoring needs. Its services include:
•

•

•

Breakdown assistance. Its highly-skilled, 1,600-strong branded
patrol workforce attends more than two million breakdowns
every year, fixing on average four out of five vehicles at the
roadside. The RAC’s patrol fleet is one of the most advanced in
the UK, and was the first to roll out both an All-Wheels-Up
recovery system, allowing the vast majority of vehicles to be
recovered from a single patrol van, and EV Boost mobile electric
vehicle charging units
Insurance. The RAC is a top-five car insurance broker having
surpassed the 500,000 policies-in-force milestone in 2018. It
also offers ‘black box’ telematics policies, as well as home and
travel insurance
Other motoring services. The RAC leads in the development of
new solutions for business, fleets, electric vehicles and future car
technology. Its additional products and services include
a personal loans offering, a used car buying website, vehicle
inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information. It also has a network of Approved Dealers
and Approved Garages which combine the trust of RAC brand
with local service and convenience

The RAC also works to support the interests of its members and UK drivers on
the most important motoring issues which it identifies via the annual RAC
Report on Motoring and the RAC Opinion Panel. The Report on Motoring is
the longest running analysis of driver opinion in the UK having been
published every year since 1989.

For more information about the RAC, visit the RAC website.

