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‘Cold war’ brews between neighbours
over poor parking at home

• 14% describe their neighbour’s parking as ‘poor’ or ‘appalling’

• Some stop speaking or fall out because of bad parking practice

Parking is an emotive subject at the best of times, whether that’s how much it
costs, its availability or the size of the space when you eventually find one,
but ask a motorist about someone else’s parking skills and you’ve reached a
whole new level of angst.

While the vast majority of motorists are satisfied with their neighbours’
parking a significant minority of 14% describe their neighbours’ parking is
‘poor’ or ‘appalling’ (4% – appalling). The top issue for the aggrieved who are
often busy waging their own ‘cold wars’ is the selfish way their neighbours
park, with six in 10 (62%) citing this as the reason they chose the words
‘appalling’ or ‘poor’.

The other big gripes in the  RAC Insurance Home Parking Survey were: 41%
being annoyed about neighbours parking in the street when they have the
space to park on their own drives; nearly a third (31%) complaining they had
been blocked in by neighbours parking across their drives; and more than a
quarter (27%) who were unhappy about cars being left with their fronts or
rears sticking out from the kerb.

To make matters worse, for three-quarters (73%) the ‘appalling’ and ‘poor’
parking behaviour takes place every day and for a quarter (26%) it has even
led them to falling out or not speaking.

http://www.rac.co.uk/insurance/car-insurance


And, 6% of the upset category say they have applied the ‘taste of their own
medicine’ approach by deliberately parking their car badly to annoy their
neighbour. This usually involves parking right up against their neighbour’s
bumper to make it difficult to get out (32%) or parking right outside their
house where they normally park (29%).

View embedded content here

RAC Insurance spokesman Simon Williams said: “Parking is a very sensitive
issue, particularly when it’s outside your own home as it brings out the
‘Nimby’ in everyone. The moment someone parks selfishly people’s hackles
are going to be raised, whether that’s parking in the street when they have
the space to be able to park on their own drive or parking so close that it
makes it almost impossible to get out.

“The overwhelming majority of people we surveyed described themselves as
considerate parkers claiming they always leave plenty of space when they
parallel park in the street and are careful to make sure they park squarely
between the lines in a car park. These people are inevitably going to be far
more sensitive to their neighbours’ parking habits and, if these poor practices
recur on a daily basis, a ‘cold war’ might begin with neighbours not speaking
or blatantly ignoring one another. And this can easily escalate into a full-on
argument and all-out ‘Neighbours at War’ television scenario.

“The answer has to be for every motorist to take a little bit of extra time to
think about how their parking might affect their neighbours and fellow
drivers.”

//cloud.highcharts.com/embed/ebawumo


Notes to Editors

For all media enquiries, please contact the RAC press office team on +44
(0)1454 664 123. The line is manned by an on-call press officer outside
office hours.

Our press team can:

• Answer all RAC-related media enquiries
• Provide comment on all topical UK motoring stories
• Provide motoring research and data to inform debate
• Give motoring advice for broadcast or publication
• Arrange interviews with RAC spokespeople - ISDN radio studio

facilities available

You can also follow the RAC press office on Twitter: twitter.com/RAC_Press

About the RAC

With more than eight million members, the RAC is one of the UK's most
progressive motoring organisations, providing services for both private and
business motorists. Whether it's roadside assistance, insurance, buying a used
car, vehicle inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information – the RAC offers a solution for all motoring needs. The
RAC is committed to making motoring easier, safer, more affordable and
more enjoyable for drivers and road users.

The RAC is the motorist’s champion and campaigns to support the interests of
its members and UK motorists at a national level, including advancing levels
of road safety, supporting the needs of young drivers and voicing concerns
about the increasing cost of motoring. The RAC’s annual Report on Motoring
– first published in 1989 – provides a clear insight into the concerns and
issues facing today’s motorists.

For the very latest news on UK fuel prices, check RAC Fuel Watch or follow
#racfuelwatch on Twitter. This is a comprehensive guide to the latest UK
unleaded petrol and diesel prices – both at the wholesale level and at the
pump. RAC Fuel Watch analyses how prices changed through the previous

http://www.twitter.com/RAC_Press
http://www.rac.co.uk/advice/reports-on-motoring
http://www.rac.co.uk/fuelwatch
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23racfuelwatch


month and compares the most recent prices with those from three, six and 12
months before.

Key facts:

• RAC patrols fix four out of five vehicles at the roadside and on
average within 30 minutes

• RAC vans carry more than 500 parts and tools to get members’
vehicles going again

• 92% of members would recommend RAC Rescue to their friends
and family

Contacts

Contact the RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown
queries, call 0330 159 0740
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