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Diesel drivers overcharged by 16p a litre
as wholesale price was lower than petrol
for all of April

The price of diesel fell by nearly 4p a litre in April but still remains at least
16p more expensive than it should be as it’s now 6p cheaper than petrol on
the wholesale market, according to data from RAC Fuel Watch.*

A litre of diesel closed the month costing drivers an average of 159.43p
across UK forecourts while petrol was unchanged at 146.5p.

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/xAfpCD9NAfJ9zVytWHlA4?domain=rac.co.uk


This is the sixth month that the average pump price of diesel has fallen, but
despite this the RAC knows drivers are losing out because the wholesale price
of the fuel was cheaper than petrol for all of April. A litre of wholesale diesel
cost 104.88p on 28 April – down 9p in the month – whereas unleaded was
111.25p (down 6p in April). However, apart from in Northern Ireland where
diesel averages 147.47p, diesel in the rest of the UK is still 13p more
expensive on the forecourt. The RAC believes drivers should really be paying
around 143p at the very most for a litre of diesel.

The cost of filling a 55-litre family car with petrol now stands at £80.60. The
diesel equivalent is £87.69. If diesel was being sold at the fairer price of 143p
it would save drivers a staggering £9 a tank.

At the end of April the average price of unleaded at one of the big four
supermarkets was 142.99p – 3.5p cheaper than the UK average. Diesel was
2.75p cheaper than the average at 156.68p – down 3p since the start of the
month.

RAC fuel spokesman Simon Williams said: “Diesel drivers across the UK
mainland continue to lose out badly at the pumps. They’re paying 13p a litre
more for the fuel than petrol, despite diesel being cheaper for retailers to buy
on the wholesale market for all of April.

“This just isn’t fair for the country’s 12m diesel car drivers. We feel there
should be an obligation on retailers to reflect wholesale price movements on
their forecourts. Sadly, the only place this seems to happen is in Northern
Ireland where a litre of diesel is, incredibly, being sold for 12p less than the
UK-wide average.

“Our data shows that the average retailer margin on a litre of diesel is a
shocking 22p a litre compared to petrol which is around 8p. The long-term
averages for both fuels is 7p which means retailers are making three times
what they have in the past for diesel. This is hard for them to justify and
equally hard for diesel drivers to swallow.

“Action at a government level is badly needed to stop drivers being ripped off
any longer. While we’re not in favour of prices being capped – as we feel this
could lead to smaller retailers in rural areas not being able to compete and
going out of business to the detriment of the communities they serve – we
feel there should be an obligation on the biggest retailers to charge fairer



prices in relation to wholesale market movements.

“We realise retailers need to make a profit but a margin of 22p on every litre
of diesel can only be seen as outrageous and a slap in the face to those who
depend on it, whether they’re consumers or businesses.”

Prices around the UK – in pence per litre

Unleaded 01/04/20
23

30/04/20
23

Chang
e

End of month variance to UK
average

UK average 146.56 146.54 -0.02

East 147.13 146.90 -0.23 0.36

East Midlands 147.32 146.90 -0.42 0.36

London 147.87 147.53 -0.34 0.99

North East 144.52 145.09 0.57 -1.45

North West 145.03 145.14 0.11 -1.40

Northern Ireland 143.38 144.16 0.78 -2.38

Scotland 145.52 145.65 0.13 -0.89

South East 147.98 147.85 -0.13 1.31

South West 147.37 147.47 0.1 0.93

Wales 144.37 144.44 0.07 -2.10

West Midlands 146.55 146.58 0.03 0.04

Yorkshire and The
Humber

146.38 146.33 -0.05 -0.21

Diesel 01/04/20
23

30/04/20
23

Chang
e

End of month variance to UK
average

UK average 163.19 159.43 -3.76

East 165.30 161.21 -4.09 1.78

East Midlands 164.49 160.33 -4.16 0.90

London 164.87 161.01 -3.86 1.58



North East 161.23 157.11 -4.12 -2.32

North West 162.21 159.25 -2.96 -0.18

Northern Ireland 152.62 147.47 -5.15 -11.96

Scotland 161.03 156.95 -4.08 -2.48

South East 165.39 161.61 -3.78 2.18

South West 164.38 160.70 -3.68 1.27

Wales 160.15 156.89 -3.26 -2.54

West Midlands 162.91 158.92 -3.99 -0.51

Yorkshire and The
Humber

163.25 159.70 -3.55 0.27

Find out more about UK petrol and diesel prices on the RAC website.

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to 13 million
UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As well as its
premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an expert branded
patrol workforce attending more than two million breakdowns every year – it
offers a wide range of market-leading products across insurance, legal
services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance and repair. The RAC is
also at the forefront in helping drivers make the switch to electric vehicles
and leads in the development of new solutions for businesses and OEMs,
partnering with the best in the motoring and mobility space.

Visit the RAC website.
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Contacts

RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
Emails monitored during normal office hours. For breakdown
queries, call 0330 159 0740
ISDN number on request
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