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Drivers plan on packing in 45m daytrips in
August as they look to make the most of
the ‘staycation’ summer

Drivers are planning on making an estimated 45m daytrips* in August,
according to a survey conducted by RAC Breakdown, with more than a quarter
(28%) saying they will be taking more outings than last year – perhaps
indicating the extent of the COVID-19 staycation.

While these figures do not include overnight stays which are likely to
increase traffic volumes still further, they show half of all the drivers



questioned (49%) will be packing up the car for a day at the seaside or
heading out for a look around a city or to spend time at tourist spot or
attraction before the end of the month.

Among the 28% who said they will be making more daytrips this August than
last the largest percentage (13%) plan on taking one or two trips which
equates to an estimated 6m days out. Ten per cent say they will make three
to five times – or around 12.4m trips, while 5% will do so six or more times
accounting for some 9.3m trips.

In comparison to the 28% who claim they will have more days out this month
than last August, only a fifth (22%) of those surveyed said they intend on
taking the same number (11%) or fewer trips (11%) than they did last August,
implying that coronavirus-related fears associated with international travel
are leading to more people making the most of the UK.

Of those that said they will have the same number of days out in August
2020, one or two daytrips was the most popular answer with 8% choosing
that option, equating to around 3.7m days out.

More than a third (38%) – or the equivalent of nearly 12m drivers – who
would normally make some daytrips have decided to do without any this
August while 13% said they are not in the habit of going out in the car for the
day in August.

RAC Breakdown spokesperson Simon Williams said: “Our research shows that
August is set to be a massive month for daytrips as families look to try to
make the most of what’s left of the school holidays and pack in some family
fun now the lockdown has been eased. With forecasters also predicting a
sustained period of hot weather for many southern parts of the UK, it could
well tempt even higher numbers to get out and about at the last minute.

“Drivers setting out on longer trips should make sure they check their cars are
in good working order. It’s important to check the oil and coolant levels and
that tyres are pumped up to the correct pressures and have sufficient tread.

“If cars are overdue their services, we strongly recommend getting them
booked in as soon as possible to help reduce the chances of suffering an
unwanted breakdown mid-journey. We’re also encouraging drivers whose



vehicles may have had their MOT due date extended during the pandemic to
get them booked in well ahead of their new due dates to avoid the rush likely
to occur from October when the first extended MOTs will need to be carried
out.

“Anyone taking a daytrip should also make sure they travel well prepared just
in case the worst happens and they find themselves broken down at the side
of the road. Food and drink and waterproof coats are a must, as is a fully
charged mobile phone.

“It’s also vital that you don’t travel without good breakdown cover. We know
from experience that the work our teams do out on the roads and at people’s
home gives the complete peace of mind needed to enjoy the freedom
vehicles provide.”
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* Research conducted on behalf of the RAC among 1,438 adults between 31
July to 5 August 2020. Proportions of those planning a trip by car
extrapolated based on there being 31,104,700 petrol and diesel cars in the
UK (source: table VEH0203, April 2020)
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The press office email address is press.enquiries@rac.co.uk. Please note: the
press office is unable to help with individual customer enquiries - please visit
the RAC contacts page to find the right contact.

ISDN radio studio facilities are available for interviews Monday to Friday.

About the RAC

The RAC provides complete peace of mind to 12m UK private and business
drivers, whatever their motoring needs. Its services include:
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• Breakdown assistance. Its highly-skilled, 1,600-strong branded
patrol workforce attends more than two million breakdowns
every year, fixing on average four out of five vehicles at the
roadside. The RAC’s patrol fleet is one of the most advanced in
the UK, and was the first to roll out both an All-Wheels-Up
recovery system, allowing the vast majority of vehicles to be
recovered from a single patrol van, and EV Boost mobile electric
vehicle charging units

• Insurance. The RAC is a top-five car insurance broker having
surpassed the 500,000 policies-in-force milestone in 2018. It
also offers ‘black box’ telematics policies, as well as home and
travel insurance

• Other motoring services. The RAC leads in the development of
new solutions for business, fleets, electric vehicles and future car
technology. Its additional products and services include
a personal loans offering, a used car buying website, vehicle
inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information. It also has a network of Approved Dealers
and Approved Garages which combine the trust of RAC brand
with local service and convenience

The RAC also works to support the interests of its members and UK drivers on
the most important motoring issues which it identifies via the annual RAC
Report on Motoring and the RAC Opinion Panel. The Report on Motoring is
the longest running analysis of driver opinion in the UK having been
published every year since 1989.

For more information about the RAC, visit the RAC website.
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