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Drivers planning an estimated 14.8m trips
this May Day bank holiday weekend

Motorists are being urged to plan ahead for possible delays over the May
bank holiday as new RAC Breakdown research suggests nearly 15m separate
leisure trips will be made by car between Friday and Monday, the highest
number since 2016.*

Despite the perhaps predictable arrival of what the Met Office expects will be
cooler, more changeable weather than of late, drivers are still keen to take
advantage of the recent easing of Covid restrictions to see friends and family
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or take day trips. The appetite for such trips exceeds Easter, with the RAC
survey of 1,000 drivers suggesting an estimated 62% more leisure trips are
planned this coming bank holiday weekend than four weeks ago.

The figures indicate Saturday will be the busiest day of the weekend with the
equivalent of 2.6m journeys planned, followed by Friday with 2.3m and bank
holiday Monday with 2m. But an additional 6.2m trips are due to be taken at
some point over the weekend by drivers who aren’t sure which day they will
be on the road – suggesting many might be waiting to find out exactly what
the weather has in store.

While Covid continues to impact some drivers’ desire to get out and about,
with a fifth (19%) not planning a leisure trip by car at all over the bank
holiday for this very reason, the figure is down from Easter when 25% said
they weren’t travelling because of the pandemic.

RAC traffic spokesman Rod Dennis said:

“After what was one of the quietest Easters on the roads in years our figures
suggest the easing of Covid restrictions has made a dramatic difference with
millions more drivers planning to hit the roads.

“It remains to be seen what effect the weather will have as meeting up in
soggy parks and gardens may not prove quite so appealing. And if it’s too
cold for a trip to the beach, then there could be a big uplift in visits to shops,
cafes and restaurants with covered outdoor areas.

“Nonetheless, the prospect of queues on the roads – particularly leading to
major shopping centres – looks far more likely this coming weekend, and
we’d advise drivers to plan ahead and keep tuned to local traffic bulletins to
find out if there’s any disruption. What’s more, given nearly a fifth of drivers
we surveyed said they had yet to decide on which day over the long weekend
they will be travelling, it might well be the case that the weather ends up
playing a deciding role in which days end up being busiest. Any sunnier,
warmer days could trigger many more people to jump into their cars.”

The RAC is recommending all motorists complete the usual ‘pre-drive checks’
before setting out, something that takes just a few minutes but could avoid
hours of hassle as a result of a breakdown. Ensuring all tyres are in good

https://media.rac.co.uk/pressreleases/quietest-easter-on-the-roads-in-at-least-eight-years-predicted-despite-lockdown-easing-3085880


condition and properly inflated – including those on caravans or trailers for
those towing – along with checking oil and coolant levels should be top of
the list.

By day: Drivers’ planned leisure trips by car this weekend

Date Estimated trips

Friday 30 April 2.30m

Saturday 1 May 2.63m

Sunday 2 May 1.64m

Bank holiday Monday 3 May 1.97m

Planning a trip over this period, but unsure of   on which day/s 6.25m

Total 14.79m

Notes to Editors

* Research conducted among 1,050 UK drivers, between 21 and 26 April 2021

The press office email address is press.enquiries@rac.co.uk. Please note: the
press office is unable to help with individual customer enquiries - please visit
the RAC contacts page to find the right contact.

ISDN radio studio facilities are available for interviews Monday to Friday.

About the RAC

The RAC provides complete peace of mind to 12m UK private and business
drivers, whatever their motoring needs. Its services include:

• Breakdown assistance. Its highly-skilled, 1,600-strong branded
patrol workforce attends more than two million breakdowns
every year, fixing on average four out of five vehicles at the
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roadside. The RAC’s patrol fleet is one of the most advanced in
the UK, and was the first to roll out both an All-Wheels-Up
recovery system, allowing the vast majority of vehicles to be
recovered from a single patrol van, and EV Boost mobile electric
vehicle charging units

• Insurance. The RAC is a top-five car insurance broker having
surpassed the 500,000 policies-in-force milestone in 2018. It
also offers ‘black box’ telematics policies, as well as home and
travel insurance

• Other motoring services. The RAC leads in the development of
new solutions for business, fleets, electric vehicles and future car
technology. Its additional products and services include
a personal loans offering, a used car buying website, vehicle
inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information. It also has a network of Approved Dealers
and Approved Garages which combine the trust of RAC brand
with local service and convenience

The RAC also works to support the interests of its members and UK drivers on
the most important motoring issues which it identifies via the annual RAC
Report on Motoring and the RAC Opinion Panel. The Report on Motoring is
the longest running analysis of driver opinion in the UK having been
published every year since 1989.

For more information about the RAC, visit the RAC website.

Contacts

Contact the RAC Press Office
Press Contact
press.office@rac.co.uk
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