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Eight million motorists rarely take to the
motorway

Speed too daunting for 68% of drivers who steer clear of UK’s fastest roads

Over eight million of Britain’s 38m drivers hardly ever venture on to the
motorway while 380,000 say they never do, research carried out by the RAC
has found*.

Of the eight million, or one in five drivers (22%), who rarely take to the
country’s fastest roads 6% admit they are just not keen to and 12% say they
generally rely on someone else. The remainder (79%) claim never to have the



need to use the motorway where they live and drive. Among the 1% of drivers
surveyed who said they never drive on the motorway, a third (35%) confess
they simply don't like the thought of driving on the motorway.

Those who are loath to drive on the motorway list a range of reasons for not
doing so. Nearly seven in 10 (68%) say it is daunting because of the speed
everyone is travelling at; half (52%) feel more at risk of being involved in an
accident on motorways than other roads; 42% don't have the confidence to
drive on the motorway; and a third (32%) find motorway driving too
monotonous.
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Even though some motorists have safety concerns about motorways they are
statistically Britain’s safest roads despite carrying around 21% of traffic. In
the year to September 2015, it is estimated that vehicles drove 65.4bn
miles** on them – an all-time high figure and an increase of 2% on 2014.
However, they only accounted for 96 (5.4%) of the 1,775 fatalities on Britain’s
roads and 4.7% of injured road casualties.

Interestingly, the RAC research revealed there is a willingness among some of
those who don’t like driving on the motorway to try to change this as three in
10 (29%) said they would be prepared to have a motorway driving lesson.

RAC spokesman Simon Williams said: “While there are many parts of the
country where our 2,300 miles of motorway don’t stretch to, it is surprising to
find out that so many motorists don’t, or won’t, drive on a motorway.
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“Despite motorways statistically being some of our safest roads, many people
still seem to rely on partners, friends and family when they need to use one.
And with only 29% of reluctant motorway drivers saying they are open to
taking motorway lessons, it seems that for the remainder (71%) a three or
four-lane road with speeds of up to 70 mph is sadly just a step too far.

“The message to them has to be: with the right instruction and advice, plenty
of care and practice, confidence in motorway driving can easily grow; at the
same time, it is also important from a road safety perspective that people
drive within their comfort zones so for some it may be best to stick to local
roads where they are most confident.”
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For all media enquiries, please contact the RAC press office team on +44
(0)1454 664 123. The line is manned by an on-call press officer outside
office hours.

Our press team can:

• Answer all RAC-related media enquiries
• Provide comment on all topical UK motoring stories
• Provide motoring research and data to inform debate
• Give motoring advice for broadcast or publication
• Arrange interviews with RAC spokespeople - ISDN radio studio

facilities available

You can also follow the RAC press office on Twitter: twitter.com/RAC_Press

About the RAC

With more than eight million members, the RAC is one of the UK's most
progressive motoring organisations, providing services for both private and
business motorists. Whether it's roadside assistance, insurance, buying a used
car, vehicle inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information – the RAC offers a solution for all motoring needs. The
RAC is committed to making motoring easier, safer, more affordable and
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more enjoyable for drivers and road users.

The RAC is the motorist’s champion and campaigns to support the interests of
its members and UK motorists at a national level, including advancing levels
of road safety, supporting the needs of young drivers and voicing concerns
about the increasing cost of motoring. The RAC’s annual Report on Motoring
– first published in 1989 – provides a clear insight into the concerns and
issues facing today’s motorists.

For the very latest news on UK fuel prices, check RAC Fuel Watch or follow
#racfuelwatch on Twitter. This is a comprehensive guide to the latest UK
unleaded petrol and diesel prices – both at the wholesale level and at the
pump. RAC Fuel Watch analyses how prices changed through the previous
month and compares the most recent prices with those from three, six and 12
months before.

Key facts:

• RAC patrols fix four out of five vehicles at the roadside and on
average within 34 minutes

• RAC vans carry more than 500 parts and tools to get members’
vehicles going again

• 98% of members would recommend RAC Rescue to their friends
and family
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