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Leisure traffic to peak at 3.4m this May
Day bank holiday

Millions of drivers are set to pack up the car and enjoy the May Day bank
holiday this year, with a total of more than 10m separate leisure journeys by
car set to take place between Friday and the end of Monday.

The majority of car trips – some 3.4m – will take place on May Day itself,
according to research of drivers’ plans conducted by RAC Traffic Watch. There
is some indication that Friday won’t see as much traffic mayhem as in some
previous years with 1.9 million leisure journeys planned, but with the added
impact of commuter traffic sharing the roads the RAC is advising drivers to



expect some delays on the network.

With the recent cold snap over, families are also set to enjoy some warmer
weather over the bank holiday. Current Met Office weather forecasts point to
a lot of uncertainty about conditions into the end of the weekend and the
May Day bank holiday itself so wall-to-wall sunshine is looking very unlikely.

RAC traffic spokesman Rod Dennis said: “With Easter just a fortnight ago, for
many people the May Day bank holiday may have come as something of a
pleasant surprise. Certainly our figures show that many of us will be packing
the car up to enjoy a trip to see friends or family, with the vast majority of
leisure journeys expected on Bank Holiday Monday itself – which suggests
day trips and drivers returning after a short break will be responsible for
much of the traffic.

“We strongly recommend anyone travelling a fair distance gives their car a
quick once over before setting out – check your car’s coolant and oil levels,
the state of its tyres and make sure you have topped up with washer fluid. All
of these things can dramatically cut the chances of a breakdown at the side
of the road.

“If you are towing for the first time this year, pay particular attention to the
condition of your caravan or trailer’s tyres which may have deteriorated
throughout the winter.”

The News and Advice section of the RAC website carries a comprehensive set
of tips and advice on preparing cars for long trips, coping with difficult
weather conditions and safely towing a caravan. Visit www.rac.co.uk/drive.

To help plan a journey, download the free RAC App for iPhone or Android
smartphones or visit www.rac.co.uk to use RAC Route Planner, which gives
the most up-to-date road information available including incidents and
ongoing roadworks.

May Day bank holiday traffic
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Friday 28
April

1.9 million journeys Before 4pm and after
8pm

Saturday 29
April

2.5 million journeys Before 10am and
after 3pm

Sunday 30
April

2.5 million journeys Before 10am and
after 3pm

Monday 1 May 3.4 million journeys Before 12pm and
after 6pm

TOTAL 10.3 million journeys

Notes to Editors

For all media enquiries, please contact the RAC press office team on +44
(0)1454 664 123. The line is manned by an on-call press officer outside
office hours.

Our press team can:

• Answer all RAC-related media enquiries
• Provide comment on all topical UK motoring stories
• Provide motoring research and data to inform debate
• Give motoring advice for broadcast or publication
• Arrange interviews with RAC spokespeople - ISDN radio studio

facilities available

You can also follow the RAC press office on Twitter: twitter.com/RAC_Press

About the RAC

With more than eight million members, the RAC is one of the UK's most
progressive motoring organisations, providing services for both private and
business motorists. Whether it's roadside assistance, insurance, buying a used
car, vehicle inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information – the RAC offers a solution for all motoring needs. The
RAC is committed to making motoring easier, safer, more affordable and
more enjoyable for drivers and road users.

http://www.twitter.com/RAC_Press


The RAC is the motorist’s champion and campaigns to support the interests of
its members and UK motorists at a national level, including advancing levels
of road safety, supporting the needs of young drivers and voicing concerns
about the increasing cost of motoring. The RAC’s annual Report on Motoring
– first published in 1989 – provides a clear insight into the concerns and
issues facing today’s motorists.

For the very latest news on UK fuel prices, check RAC Fuel Watch or follow
#racfuelwatch on Twitter. This is a comprehensive guide to the latest UK
unleaded petrol and diesel prices – both at the wholesale level and at the
pump. RAC Fuel Watch analyses how prices changed through the previous
month and compares the most recent prices with those from three, six and 12
months before.

Key facts:

• RAC patrols fix four out of five vehicles at the roadside and on
average within 30 minutes

• RAC vans carry more than 500 parts and tools to get members’
vehicles going again

• 92% of members would recommend RAC Rescue to their friends
and family
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