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More than 4bn Christmas car miles to be
driven this year

Motorists will collectively drive a total of an estimated 4.3bn miles – an
average of 449 miles each – as they criss-cross the country to see friends and
family over the Christmas break, new figures from the RAC suggest.*

Thirty-one per cent of the 3,500 drivers surveyed say they plan on driving two
hours or longer on Christmas-related journeys this festive season, with most
of these (58%) saying they’ll complete two such trips before the end of the
year. Six-in-10 (62%) expect to drive up to 500 miles in total, while more
than a quarter (28%) will be going 500 miles or more. With the average driver



travelling 449 miles by car, this is the equivalent to completing a round trip
from Oxford to Middlesbrough, Leeds to Edinburgh or Cardiff to
Huddersfield.**

The research also shines a spotlight on just how important the car is to
people at this time of year. A fifth of drivers (20%) say they feel a fair chunk
of Christmas is dominated by driving to see family and friends, while 5% –
the equivalent of 1.7m motorists – say they feel a very large part of it is
spent driving.

Separate RAC figures indicate that Boxing Day and the three days that follow
will be the busiest for leisure journeys before New Year, with in the region of
22.8m separate trips by car taken – an average of 5.7m every day.

RAC spokesman Rod Dennis said:

“Our figures suggest drivers will be seriously racking up the miles over the
next few days, with Boxing Day and the 27th likely to see the bulk of the
traffic as the UK’s motorways are overwhelmingly dominated by people
taking leisure trips. This is very much a time of year when we tend to cover
much longer distances than usual to ensure we get to spend valuable time
with family and friends, regardless of where we or they live in the country,
with drivers depending on their cars more than ever.

“All those extra vehicle miles will also, and unfortunately for some people,
lead to plenty of extra breakdowns. The very last place anyone wants to be is
stuck at the side of the road, and while our patrols will be out in force right
through the Christmas and New Year period, drivers can lessen their chances
of becoming a breakdown statistic by making sure their cars are up to the job
of a long drive. Under the bonnet, oil and coolant should be at the right
levels and when it comes to tyres, drivers should check each one has plenty
of tread and is properly inflated.

“While we hope drivers’ journeys are smooth and trouble-free, our patrols will
be working hard throughout Christmas to provide complete peace of mind to
those who are unlucky enough to have their vehicle fail them.”

Highways England’s customer service director Melanie Clarke said:



“Safety is our top priority and we know from experience that almost half of
breakdowns can easily be avoided if motorists carry out simple vehicle checks
before setting off over this period.

“We’re asking people to be prepared too. Make sure you have everything you
need for your journey should there be any delays, check before and during
your journey and also make sure you’re aware of the signs and signals on
motorways.”

In numbers: Leisure trips to see friends and family this Christmas

Estimated separate leisure journeys by
car

Boxing   Day,
26 December

5,928,038

Friday 27 December 5,928,038

Saturday 28 December 5,616,036

Sunday 29 December 5,304,034

Monday 30 December 4,056,026

New Year’s Eve,
Tuesday 31 December

3,432,022

New Year’s Day,
Wednesday 1 January 2020

2,496,016
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Notes to Editors

* Figure based on research among 3,500 drivers on the RAC Driver Opinion
Panel, conducted December 2019. 31% of drivers say they are planning on a
drive of 2+ hours over Christmas, equivalent to 10.54m drivers based on there
being 31.2m licensed cars in Great Britain

** Based on distances provided by the RAC Routeplanner

About the RAC

The RAC provides complete peace of mind to 11m UK private and business
drivers, whatever their motoring needs. Its services include:

• Breakdown assistance. Its highly-skilled, 1,600-strong branded
patrol workforce attends more than two million breakdowns
every year, fixing on average four out of five vehicles at the
roadside. The RAC’s patrol fleet is one of the most advanced in
the world, and was the first to roll out both an All-Wheels-Up
recovery system, allowing the vast majority of vehicles to be
recovered from a single patrol van, and EV Boost mobile electric
vehicle charging units

• Insurance. The RAC is a top-five car insurance broker having
surpassed the 500,000 policies-in-force milestone in 2018. It
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also offers ‘black box’ telematics policies, as well as home and
travel insurance

• Other motoring services. The RAC leads in the development of
new solutions for business, fleets, electric vehicles and future car
technology. Its additional products and services include
a personal loans offering, a used car buying website, vehicle
inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information. It also has a network of Approved Dealers
and Approved Garages which combine the trust of RAC brand
with local service and convenience

The RAC also works to support the interests of its members and UK drivers on
the most important motoring issues which it identifies via the annual RAC
Report on Motoring and the RAC Opinion Panel. The Report on Motoring is
the longest running analysis of driver opinion in the UK having been
published every year since 1989.

For more information about the RAC, visit the RAC website.
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