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Motorists driving to France this Easter
urged to order new emissions stickers as
soon as possible

The RAC is urging UK motorists driving to Paris, Lyon and Grenoble this
Easter to order recently introduced vehicle emissions stickers as soon as
possible after it took six weeks for one to reach the UK.

The Crit’Air scheme, which was brought into force in January by the French
authorities to tackle pollution, requires all vehicles – cars, lorries, motorbikes
and buses – to display a windscreen sticker, or vignette, according to how
much they pollute.

Stickers, which cost £3.60 (€4.18) each including postage, come in six
categories and cover the very cleanest electric or hydrogen-powered vehicles
(Crit’Air green sticker) to the dirtiest (Crit’Air 5 grey sticker). These relate to
the six European Union emission standards for cars – dating back to 1992
when Euro 1 was introduced. The penalty for failure to display a sticker is an
on-the-spot fine of between €68-135 (£58 to £117).

In order to test the efficiency of the system the RAC ordered a vignette from
the official Crit’Air website –www.certificat-air.gouv.fr/ – on 6 February and it
arrived six weeks later on 16 March, despite the letter being dated 2 March.
The website states that stickers should be delivered within 30 days.

RAC European breakdown spokesman Simon Williams said: “We ordered an
‘anti-pollution’ sticker as a test shortly after the English-language site went
live and worryingly it took a full six weeks to turn up. As a result we are now
concerned that anyone who orders one now for a trip that will take them into
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the centre of Paris, Lyon or Grenoble this Easter will not receive it in time and
may be at risk of an unwanted encounter with the French authorities.

“We strongly urge people planning to drive to these cities at May half-term to
order their stickers now to avoid any issues.

“We would hope the French police would not fine anyone that has ordered a
sticker and has email proof of that. However, those motorists who don’t order
stickers are in danger of being fined up to £117, although we understand the
police will be lenient in the early days, particularly with foreign drivers.

“People concerned about the progress of their stickers can track their orders
on the Government’s official Crit’Air website.”

To apply for a sticker online drivers must know their vehicle’s European
Emissions Standard. Information on working this out can be found on the
RAC’s website. For newer vehicles, covered by Euro 5 and Euro 6 standards,
the category may be in section D2 of your DVLA V5C registered keeper form.
For older vehicles, motorists will need to find out when their vehicle was
manufactured and check it with the emissions bands on the above webpage.

Simon Williams added: “The best advice for motorists ordering their stickers
is to make sure they use the French Government website as there are third
party operators offering the same service but for significantly more money.

“Another important point to be aware of is around the requirement to upload
an image of your vehicle’s V5C registered keeper form as the file size can
only be a maximum of 400kb which isn’t very big at all. You may therefore
have to change your scanner settings or reduce the file size after you’ve
scanned it.”

The new Crit’Air system is used on high pollution days to prevent the worst
polluting vehicles from driving in the affected cities. In the future, however,
vehicles may be banned from driving in Crit’Air areas on certain days based
on which emissions sticker they have.

In addition, some vehicles have not been assigned a category and are
therefore unable to drive in Paris between 8am and 8pm, Monday to Friday.
Typically, these are older models, such as cars registered before 1997,

http://www.certificat-air.gouv.fr/
http://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/know-how/euro-emissions-standards/


motorbikes and scooters from before June 2000, and trucks and buses from
before 2001. Based on the pre-1997 criteria, the RAC understands that one in
10 (9%) French vehicles are too old to get a sticker.

Prior to the Crit’Air system being introduced on several heavy pollution days
in Paris the authorities banned vehicles from driving in the city based on
whether their number plates were odd or even. Paris, along with Madrid,
Athens and Mexico City also have wider plans to ban all diesel vehicles from
the city by 2025.

A total of 22 other towns may decide to do the same by 2020:

Avignon Faucigny, Glières, Bonneville

Arras Lille

Annemasse Le Havre

Bordeaux Montpellier

Cannes Reims

Clermont-Ferrand Rouen

Champlan Saint-Etienne

Côte Basque-Adour Strasbourg

Dunkerque Saint Maur-des-Fossés

Dijon Toulouse

Epernay Vallée de la Marne

More information about the Crit’Air scheme can be found on the RAC’s Drive
website.
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https://www.crit-air.fr/fr/informations-sur-la-vignette-critair/zones-a-circulation-restreinte-en-france-zcr/futures-zcr.html
http://www.rac.co.uk/drive/news/motoring-news/law-change-for-uk-drivers-in-french-cities/
http://www.rac.co.uk/drive/news/motoring-news/law-change-for-uk-drivers-in-french-cities/


progressive motoring organisations, providing services for both private and
business motorists. Whether it's roadside assistance, insurance, buying a used
car, vehicle inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information – the RAC offers a solution for all motoring needs. The
RAC is committed to making motoring easier, safer, more affordable and
more enjoyable for drivers and road users.

The RAC is the motorist’s champion and campaigns to support the interests of
its members and UK motorists at a national level, including advancing levels
of road safety, supporting the needs of young drivers and voicing concerns
about the increasing cost of motoring. The RAC’s annual Report on Motoring
– first published in 1989 – provides a clear insight into the concerns and
issues facing today’s motorists.

For the very latest news on UK fuel prices, check RAC Fuel Watch or follow
#racfuelwatch on Twitter. This is a comprehensive guide to the latest UK
unleaded petrol and diesel prices – both at the wholesale level and at the
pump. RAC Fuel Watch analyses how prices changed through the previous
month and compares the most recent prices with those from three, six and 12
months before.

Key facts:

• RAC patrols fix four out of five vehicles at the roadside and on
average within 30 minutes

• RAC vans carry more than 500 parts and tools to get members’
vehicles going again

• 92% of members would recommend RAC Rescue to their friends
and family
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