
May 10, 2019 00:01 BST

RAC patrols dealt with fewer pothole-
related breakdowns in first quarter of
2019 than in the same period last year

RAC patrols attended fewer pothole-related breakdowns in the first three
months of 2019 than they have in any first quarter for three years, signalling
a possible improvement in the quality of UK roads.

In total the RAC dealt with 3,276 call-outs for damaged shock absorbers,
broken suspension springs and distorted wheels between January and March
this year (5,540 Q1 2018) which represented 1.5% of the breakdowns
attended on behalf of its individual members in the quarter.



This figure is, however, an increase on the previous two quarters (Q3 and Q4
2018) when it was 0.8%, but it is far lower than the first quarters of 2018
(2.3%) and 2017 (2.7%), and the same as Q1 2016 (1.5%).

While the 3,276 pothole-related breakdowns in the first three months of
2019 was nearly double the 1,700 seen in both the last two quarters (Q3 and
Q4 2018) it is considerably lower than normal for Q1 as this period usually
sees the highest number of these breakdowns in the year due to the freezing
winter conditions. The RAC believes the absence of harsh winter weather in
much of the country alongside extra funding for councils in the Chancellor’s
Budget has prevented further deterioration of road surfaces.

The fall in the number of breakdowns that are most likely attributable to poor
road surfaces has also led to a drop in the Pothole Index*, which is the RAC’s
most accurate long-term indicator of the health of the UK’s roads. But it
remains the case that drivers are still 2.3 times more likely to suffer a
breakdown from hitting a pothole than they were in 2006 when the data was
first analysed in this way. This has reduced from 2.5 in Q4 2018. It is also the
lowest index score since Q2 2017 when drivers were 2.2 times more likely to
encounter a pothole than 13 years ago.

View embedded content here

The record high for the RAC Pothole Index was in Q1 2010 when motorists
were 3.5 times more likely to breakdown due hitting a pothole than they
were in 2006.

https://cloud.highcharts.com/embed/aMPxCVs6T/


RAC Breakdown spokesperson Simon Williams said:

“Our data gathered from our patrols’ work at the roadside encouragingly
shows there has been a slight improvement in the quality of road surfaces
around the country as fewer vehicles have been stricken by broken shock
absorbers, suspension springs and distorted wheels. This will almost certainly
be in part due to the mild winter weather that has helped to prevent road
surfaces that were already damaged breaking down further.

“Our findings seem to correlate with data from the Asphalt Industry Alliance’s
Annual Local Authority Road Maintenance (ALARM) survey which shows that
for the second consecutive year, local authorities’ highway maintenance
budgets have increased by almost 20%.

“But while more local authority highway maintenance funding seems to be
making a positive difference there is still a long way to go before their roads
are brought back to a truly fit-for-purpose state.”

Interestingly, Transport minister Jesse Norman MP recently admitted that the
local roads network was ‘not in a great state, and while it was improving in
some regards this was broadly confined to A and B roads**’.

He added that new roads and less high-status roads were a different matter,
saying there was a fair argument that a new round of capital investment was
needed coming out of the Government Spending Review.

Simon Williams continued:

“We believe it would be better if more of the tax paid by drivers went towards
the repair and maintenance of local roads. From April next year the National
Roads Fund will come into operation with the £6bn collected from vehicle
excise duty each year being ring-fenced for maintenance and improvement
on the strategic and major road network as part of the Road Investment
Strategy.

“While it is clearly good news funding will be in place for our strategically
significant roads, we feel a similar fund for local roads is needed to tackle the
long-term backlog of maintenance. The Asphalt Industry Alliance estimate
the one-off cost of bringing roads in England and Wales back to a fit-for-

https://www.asphaltuk.org/wp-content/uploads/alarm-survey-2018-key-findings-for-website.pdf
https://www.asphaltuk.org/wp-content/uploads/alarm-survey-2018-key-findings-for-website.pdf


purpose state to be £9.79bn.

“A sum of this scale could easily be generated over a period of 10 years by
ring-fencing a small proportion of existing fuel duty revenue charged on
every litre of petrol and diesel sold which brings in around £27bn for the
Government annually.”

Notes to Editors

* The RAC Pothole Index is a 12-month rolling measure of the share of
pothole fault breakdowns compared to 2006, corrected for seasonal weather
effects and improving longer term vehicle reliability Data has been collected
by the RAC since 2006. Data excludes punctures.

**
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidenced
ocument/transport-committee/local-roads-funding-and-
governance/oral/101200.html

For all media enquiries, please contact the RAC press team on +44 (0)1454
664 123. The line is manned by an on-call press officer outside office hours.
ISDN radio studio facilities are available for interviews Monday to Friday.

About the RAC

First formed in 1897, the RAC has been looking after the needs of its
members for more than 120 years.

Today it has approximately 10m members and is one of the UK’s most
progressive motoring organisations, providing services for both private and
business motorists. Whether it's roadside assistance, insurance, buying a used
car, vehicle inspections and checks, legal services or up-to-the-minute traffic
and travel information – the RAC offers a solution for all motoring needs. The
RAC is committed to making motoring easier, safer, more affordable and
more enjoyable for drivers and road users.

The RAC supports the interests of its members and UK drivers at a national
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level. This includes voicing concerns about the increasing cost of motoring,
particularly the price of fuel and the high level of tax levied on it, advancing
levels of road safety, and supporting the needs of all drivers, from young to
old.

The RAC’s annual Report on Motoring – first published in 1989 – is one of a
kind and provides a clear insight into the concerns and issues facing today’s
motorists.

For the very latest news on UK fuel prices, check RAC Fuel Watch. It provides
a comprehensive guide to the latest UK unleaded petrol and diesel prices –
both at the wholesale level and at the pump - and tracks these prices daily to
help drivers check if the price they pay to fill up is a fair one.

For more information about the RAC, visit the RAC website.
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