
Apr 16, 2024 11:25 BST

RAC reaction: Price of petrol up 8p per
litre since start of year

In response to news that average petrol prices have risen by nearly 8p per
litre so far this year, RAC fuel price spokesperson Simon Williams said: “This
year is proving to be another tough one for drivers with the price of fuel
going up 9p a litre so far, adding £5 to the cost of filling up an average family
car.

“Both petrol and diesel are now the most expensive they’ve been since
November last year which is bad for households, businesses and the
economy, especially as we know there is a close link between fuel prices and



inflation.

“With increased tensions in the Middle East, the cost of oil is only likely to go
up which could push petrol well above 150p a litre. While diesel is getting
close to 160p, this is purely down to retailers taking much bigger margins as
there’s only been a few pence between the wholesale prices of both fuels
since mid-March. We find it hard to believe that a margin of 13p a litre on
diesel – compared to the long-term average of 8p – is fair. This surely won’t
go unnoticed by the Competition and Markets Authority which only two
weeks ago expressed its concern about higher retailer margins.”

The press office email address is press.office@rac.co.uk and media centre is
at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to nearly 14
million UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As
well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an
expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million
breakdowns every year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products
across insurance, legal services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance
and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide Mobile
Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.

At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s
breakdown service is electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and
can be called on using myRAC – the all-in-one route planner, fuel finder and
breakdown reporting app.

Visit the RAC website.
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